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LET THEM BE DOG By Jeff Molitor

BEYOND THE SHELTER / TAKE-HOME RECAP

Your Rescue Dog's First Night: Keep It
Simple
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THE SHORT ANSWER

Your first night with a rescue dog goes best with a calm car ride, a leashed potty stop, a small dinner and
a crate beside your bed.

FOUR THINGS TO REMEMBER

Prepare identification, secure walking gear, familiar food and a quiet landing area. Use secure
restraint for the ride home.

Start arrival with a leashed potty stop, then introduce one quiet room rather than touring the whole
house.

Offer a small meal of shelter food and fresh water. Keep the first walk short, quiet and close to
home.

Provide a crate or gated sleeping space in your bedroom. Respond to nighttime crying with
reassurance and a quiet potty opportunity.

YOUR NEXT STEP
Set up the sleeping area, check identification and plan a calm ride home with no extra stops.

Read the full article and sources:
https://letthembedog.com/blog/first-night-with-rescue-dog

Independent volunteer resource. Not veterinary advice. Contact your vet for health concerns.
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